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MARY KAY MCMILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 

There is so much happening over at the Mary Kay  

McMillin Early Childhood Center! MKMECC is celebrating the  

Week of Respect October 5-9th. Our theme is our October 

precept, "It's because we are different that each of us is 

special."  Ms. Heather Goldstein, School Counselor, shared a 

slideshow with teachers that included conversation points, a 

read aloud, and an activity.  Ms. Goldstein will also be visiting 

many classes to participate in these lessons and follow up with 

an additional read aloud. She is also helping MKM teachers 

celebrate the Week of Respect amongst colleagues. Teachers 

are encouraged to fill out a “Nacho Average Teacher” kindness 

poster for a fellow colleague to help spread kindness, and our 

Kindergarten classes used the book “The Skin You Live In” by 

Michael Tyler to encourage discussion about being special  

in celebration of the Week of Respect. 

 

Over the past several weeks, the Preschool students at the Early Childhood Center 

participated in a mini study on apples. Some of the highlights of the study were 

tasting different apples and voting on the favorite type. Students also tasted apple 

cider and apple juice. Preschoolers finished the mini study by going on a virtual field 

trip to an apple orchard. 

 

First Grade students were busy learning about 2D and 3D shapes. Students were 

exploring shapes by going on shape hunts and creating 3D shape museums at home 

during the PM session. First Grade students also helped build classroom community 

by learning about the new friends in their class by interviewing “Star Students” and 

sharing special items from home in class and on Zoom. 

 

The MKM PTO generously donated materials to create “remote learning kits” for fully remote students and 

hybrid First Grade students. 

 

All MKM teachers successfully completed their first virtual Back to School Nights! 

 

The Week*of*Respect: October 5th-9th, 2020 

A Celebration of Diversity & Inclusion 
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THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 

 

Although it was an unusual start to the school year, the students and staff at Thomas P. Hughes School were so 

happy to be back after six long months away!  Smiles could be seen everywhere despite the mandatory 

masks.  Students were so excited to be with their friends and see their teachers in person again.  Our remote 

students did a great job Zooming in, and the four-hour day flew by.  This year will undoubtedly continue to be 

memorable in so many ways, and we greatly appreciate everyone’s flexibility, perseverance, and kindness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Hughes School, SPARKLE stands for “Showing People Authentic 

Respect, Kindness, and Love Everyday”, and for the past several years, 

students have been recognized for their embodiment of these traits with 

raffle tickets, announcements, and small prizes. 

 

Given the many constraints imposed on our schools by the current health 

crisis, our beloved SPARKLE program was temporarily put on hold.  With 

so many students asking about the program, we started thinking “outside the 

box” and will be ready to unveil the all new remote version of the program 

soon.  Get ready for SPARKLER in November!  We can’t wait to recognize 

our amazing students’ efforts once again.   
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MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 

 

In honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, students at Mountain Park School 

have been participating in a variety of activities.  After watching an 

introduction video from Kean University students about Hispanic Heritage 

Month, Fourth Grade students in the class taught by Mrs. Marie Pellegrini 

and Mrs. Michele Guerriero read the book “Amigos, Friends Forever,” by 

Walko.  After a discussion about the characters in the book, students created 

sombreros just like the character Pedro wore. The craft was completed by 

both teams and the remote students were provided with supplies to also 

create the project at home. 

This special story 

celebrates Hispanic 

Heritage Month, as 

well as discusses the 

important topic of 

inclusion. As 

described by its 

publisher, “Amigo's, Friends Forever” is "A charming 

story about friendship and incorporating Spanish words 

with humor and wit, ‘Amigos’ shows that anything is 

possible with a caring friend by your side. Even with 

handicaps, Pedro and Rosalie are able to overcome the 

hardest challenges by sticking together. This book will 

teach children the value of friendship, acceptance, and 

perseverance." 

 

Students at Mountain Park have been learning a great deal about Hispanic 

Heritage. During this celebration, students from MPPress, under the guidance 

of Mr. Eli Quinonez, have been making announcements about interesting facts 

and contributions that relate to the many countries and regions around the 

world that are rich in Hispanic Heritage.  Thank you to Mrs. Wendi Goldstein 

(William Woodruff School and Mountain Park School World Language 

Teacher) for promoting this great celebration.  

 

 

Students in Grade Four at Mountain 

Park School will celebrate the Week 

of Respect by logging on to a Zoom 

call with our Guidance Counselor, 

Ms. Heather Goldstein, for group 

discussions.  Within the Fourth-Grade classrooms, there will be 

books shared and discussions about respect whether it is respecting 

friends, family, in person or online. The Fourth-Grade hallway 

kicked off the Week of Respect with a bulletin board reminder for 

the entire building.  
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WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 

 

The month at William Woodruff School started off like no other with a smaller 

number of students attending school, social distancing, and masks. Behind the 

masks were excited students to meet their new teachers on opening day and 

return to school for the first time in six months.  Being back in school means 

teaching the academics, while supporting social and emotional needs of each 

student. The year began and continues with class meetings, community team 

building, school spirit days, and specific lessons on related to self-awareness 

and demonstrating kindness and care.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The staff welcomed the district’s new goal to Include, Inspire, 

and Empower with weekly Monday School Spirit days. The 

staff donned their district shirts to communicate that by 

working together we can ensure that each child is supported 

and always moving toward “Being Their VERY Best Self!!” 

 

 

Woodruff acknowledged the solemn day of 9-11 with a 

special morning announcement, a Moment of 

Silence, group Pledge of Allegiance, and the singing of 

God Bless America. The morning announcement 

was followed by the Fifth Graders participating in the Flag 

Ceremony on the front lawn near the sign that 

stated Proud to Be an American. Approximately 60 flags 

were placed by the sign to commemorate the 

horrific day in 2001. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hispanic Heritage Month celebrations began with the posting of a colorful 

bulletin board with the various Hispanic country flags and cultural items. 

During morning announcements, students learned about the various 

countries, cultural foods and traditions, famous individuals in the arts, 

science, and athletics along with interesting facts. 
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COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

It’s Time for Clubs at CMS! 

As they do each year, the club advisors at Columbia 

Middle School are seeking members new and old to 

join them once again for a year of fun, learning, and 

fitness. It may be surprising to know that even during 

our remote spring environment, participation in school 

clubs remained high as our teachers kept the clubs 

alive and gave students a place to show off their 

talents and passions in a social, but safe, space. Since 

then, students have been asking when (and even if) 

clubs will begin for this school year so we are happy 

to present this year’s offerings.  If your child has an 

interest in joining, please have them e-mail the 

advisor for details.  We will also include ongoing 

information during our morning announcements at school.  The clubs being offered at CMS, along with their 

faculty advisors, are as follows: 

• Art Club (pictured) – Mr. Joseph Lanni 

• Cross Country Runners (Fall) – Mr. Vincent Gulbin 

• Chorus (auditions required) – Ms. Sarah Peszka 

• Drummers Club – Mr. Christopher Colaneri 

• Future Film Makers – Mr. Joseph Lanni, Mr. Michael Riley 

• Golf Club (Spring) – Mr. Vincent Gulbin 

• Guitar Club – Mr. Thomas Clayton, Dr. Peter Sempepos 

• Jazz Band – Mr. Christopher Colaneri 

• Math Club – Mrs. Sarah Heller 

• Newspaper Club – Mr. Jason Karl, Ms. Amy Shusta, Mrs. Kimberly Tracey 

• Science Club – Mr. Ryan Jendrek 

• TWIST (Teen Women with Interest in Science and Technology) – Mrs. Kimberly Tota 

• Writing Club – Mrs. Belinda Healey   

****************************************************************************************** 

 

GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

School is back in session at Governor Livingston High School! While it may look different from what our 

traditional school experience has looked like, the Highlanders continue to work hard to find their sense of 

normal. 

 

This year the Club Expo went virtual! All club advisors were asked to have their organizations put together one 

slide of information on their club including a description, club highlights, and contact information. More than 

30 clubs put together outstanding slides of information and many went above and beyond and included links to 

student created videos explaining the club or extensive slide presentations of more information. All of the slides 

were organized into one presentation with clickable links and sent out via school email to every GL Student on 

October 5th. Click here to view the Virtual Club Fair! 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1whRJNMuicUoo8gdsNK-hYVrF-BnIWJjYI8C27tCj5w0/edit?ts=5f7cbc6f
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DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 

The Special Services Department will be participating in two technical assistance projects 

associated with the New Jersey Inclusive Education Technical Assistance (NJIETA) Project, 

sponsored by the NJ Department of Education. The NJIETA is a collaborative effort among the 

New Jersey Department of Education Office of Special Education (OSE), the Montclair State 

University Center for Autism and Early Childhood Mental Health (CAECMH), and the New Jersey 

Coalition for Inclusive Education (NJCIE). NJIETA is designed to provide Technical Assistance and 

Systemic Change Facilitation to develop more inclusive educational opportunities in our public 

schools. NJIETA will also work to develop a statewide vision for more inclusive schools through 

the Inclusion Leadership Development Group. 

 

For the preschool technical assistance project, the Special Services Department will be coordinating with 

consultants from Montclair State University to enhance the supports and services provided to 

young children with autism at the early childhood level. This technical assistance package 

supports special education teachers, preschool teachers, and related services personnel in gaining a deeper 

understanding of students diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and how we can support their 

successful participation in general education classrooms.  

 

At the high school level, Special Services will be coordinating with consultants from NJCIE to broaden the 

knowledge and skills associated with differentiating instruction for diverse learners. In addition, Mrs. Michele 

Gardner, District Director of Special Services, has been invited to participate in the Inclusion Leadership 

Development Group. The Inclusion Leadership Development Group (ILDG) will meet 4-6 times per year in 

order to develop suggestions or guidance for New Jersey schools on inclusive efforts, identify obstacles or 

challenges to inclusive education in New Jersey, and review information gathered from the NJIETA Systemic 

Change Facilitation sites and Technical Assistance sites. 

 

Both technical assistance projects are expanding the skills and knowledge base that has been developed through 

all of the inclusive initiatives and strategic planning that has occurred in Berkeley Heights over the last several 

years. The Special Services Department is extremely excited and very grateful to be included in several 

technical assistance projects for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

More information can be found on the NJIETA’s website: www.njieta.org 
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http://www.njieta.org/

